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Comments on Open-Ended Working Group of the Basel Convention 
(OEWG 7) held in Geneva May 10-14, 2010 
The Seventh Session of the Open-Ended Working Group (OEWG 7) of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their disposal was held in Geneva, Switzerland from May 10 to 14, 2010.


After reviewing the four (4) documents prepared at this meeting, the following comments are presented:  


Chapter 1 – Draft Work Plan for the Strengthening of the Basel Convention Regional and 

           Coordinating Centres:

(a) The areas identified are essential to the objective as outlined in the title of the  
   chapter;
(b) Aspects should be considered on a priority basis since the current financial situation       in the world, has the potential to reduce the ability to establish all components by          the dates indicated. Financial assistance would be required for the establishment of       a number of aspects identified.

Chapter 2 – Detailed list of the necessary elements for the performance of the core functions based on appendices I and II to decision VI/3:

(a)
In order to effectively perform the core functions identified, the BCRC would require                       the necessary resources. These core functions are:

i
training;
ii. technology transfer;
iii. information; 

iv. consulting;
v. awareness raising.
(b)      Based on the information provided, it can be deduced that the essential resources   
          for the realization of these core functions are:

i)
human resources – a full time staff is required;
ii)        financial resources;
iii)
staff trained in project development, monitoring and reporting,   administration of the centre, resource mobilization, funds management, legal and technical aspects of the Basel Convention;
iv) equipment – offices facilitated with computers, telephone facilities and laboratory facilities.
(c)
These areas must be given the necessary attention as this is the only way that the BCRC can be successful.

(d)
Further, since there are a number of countries which fall under the BCRC, it is important that there is representation of all or majority of these countries on the steering committee. This would ensure that their interests are represented in the decision making process and therefore gain support and possibly financial assistance from these countries.

Chapter 3 – Draft Strategic Framework for Financial Sustainability:

i.
The recommendations made at COP 9 UNEP/CHW.9/7 are critical since this addresses the financing of the Basel Convention Regional Centres.

ii. It is agreed that there must be uniformity of the BCRCs to promote strength of the organization.

iii. Communication among all focal points is also important since this builds relationships and encourages a sharing of information.

iv. The financial management aspect is critical since this would promote transparency in the financial operations of the BCRC.

v. Compatibility of projects with donors is essential since this would ensure that projects have some benefit or relevance to the region in which they are proposed. Also, this would encourage donations from the regions to the Basel Convention Technical Cooperation Trust Fund since the regions would reap some benefit from donating to the fund.

vi. Specific funds relevant to specific regions should be established; therefore it is necessary to have a variety of funding agencies which can be accessed by various regions.

vii. The twinning programme would allow for developing countries to benefit from the developed countries, since there will be the available expertise and experiences from which to draw.

viii. Involvement of the private sector is important since this would encourage financing from these entities and also encourage cooperation with initiatives.

Chapter 4 – Set of indicators to measure performance and impediments in relation to the functions and impacts of the Basel Convention regional and coordinating centres:

                                                                                                                                i.
With respect to fundraising, the proposal for funding must be appealing to                   the donor. Therefore, it is important that the necessary research is done                   prior to seeking donations.
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